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1. Background

Between 2003/04 and 2009/2010 TNS, an independent research company, conducted annual surveys among schools in the School Sport Partnership Programme on behalf of the Department of Education (DoE).   The surveys collected information on the levels of participation in Physical Education (PE)1 and School Sport2 in partnership schools and were used to measure progress towards a Public Service Agreement (PSA) target.   The survey took place in May-July each year, with the most recent one involving the participation of 21, 631 schools nationally, including all 45 schools in the Cannock and Rugeley School Sport Partnership, representing 13860 young people.   There was a 100% response rate.

2. Participation in PE and School Sport

I. Overall the 2009/2010 survey found that 55% of pupils (7623 young people) within the Cannock and Rugeley School Sport Partnership participated in at least three hours of high quality PE and school sport in a typical week.    This is in line with the national average.   Primary Schools (63%) achieved particularly high rates of participation in three hours PE and School Sport with every year group being above the national average.   In secondary (36%) and Special Schools (39%) the figure was lower.

II. There is a noticeable drop in Years 12-13, with participation rates at 11% and 9% respectively.

III. The series of surveys shows that much progress has been made over time.   The first survey on 2003/04 recorded that 60% of pupils (6103 young people) participated in at least two hours of PE and school sport.   This has increased every year, so that in 2010, 7623 young people are accessing three hours of PE and School Sport each week.   The greatest improvements have been in Years 1-6.   Years 10-13 have shown only modest improvements.  

IV. Pupils spent an average of 110 minutes each week participating in curriculum PE during 2009/2010.   This represents an increase from 97 minutes in 2003/04.   In 2010 all primary school pupils have an average of 122 minutes each week, whilst in the secondary schools are lower,  years 7-11 have an average of 110 minutes, years 7-13 have an average of 90 minutes of PE each week

V. 85% of pupils (11781 young people) participated in at least 120 minutes of curriculum PE compared to 22% (2238 young people) in the first (2003/04) survey.  This shows an increase of 9633 young people participating in two hours of National Curriculum PE. This is slightly below the national average.



3. Participation in intra school competitive activities

I. Aside from school sport days, 83% of pupils (11504 young people) took part in intra school competitive activities during 2009/2010.   Participation was at its highest in Years 4-10, but clearly lower in Years 10-13.   This is above the national average.

II. There has been a continuous up hill trend since 2003/2004 where 13% of pupils (1322 young people) participated in intra school sport; an increase of 10182 young people taking part in intra school sport.

III. In years 3-11 32% of pupils (3448 young people) took part in regular intra school sport3    This is an increase of 2379 young people taking part in regular intra school competition since the question was first asked in 2009.

4. Participation in Inter school competitive activities

I. In 2009/2010 56% of pupils (7762 young people) across Years 1-11 participated in inter-school competition, participation is highest in Years 2-8 and lowest in years 12-13.   This is above the national average.
II. There has been a continuous up hill trend since 2003/2004 with an increase of 4262 young people taking part in inter school sport.

III. In Years 3-11 19% (2047 young people) took part in regular inter school sport4   This is an increase of 147 young people taking part in regular inter school competition since the question was first asked in 2009.   
5. Sports Provision

I. The average number of sports provided by schools during 2009/2010 academic year was 21.27.   This compares to a baseline figure of just 14.0 in 2003/04, an increase in 7.27 sports.   There has been a continuous up hill trend and this is above the national average



6. Club Links

I. Schools had links to an average of 6.1 different clubs during the  2009/2010 academic year – up from a baseline of just 3.5 different sports in the first (2003/04) survey.    There has been a gradual up hill trend and this is below the national average

II. Nationally the most common links are with football, followed by cricket, dance, rugby, swimming and athletics.

III. School Club Links are limited within the Cannock and Rugeley School Sport Partnership as there are few accredited clubs and clubs working towards accreditation.

7. Community sports, dance and multi skills clubs

I. Across Years 2-11 43% of pupils (5134 young people) participated in one or more sports, dance or multi skills clubs during 2007/08.   This represents an increase from an original baseline of 13% (1243 young people) in 2003/04.   
II. There has been an increase of 3891 young people who are members of local clubs since the SSP began, this is above the national average.

8. Gifted and talented

I. Across Years 5-11 an average of 10% of pupils (853 young people) are currently registered as gifted and talented because of their ability in PE and/or school sport.  This compares with just 3% (185 young people) in the first 2003/04 survey.

II. There has been a gradual up hill trend and there has been an increase of 668 young people registered as Gifted and Talented since the SSP began.   This is above the national average.

9. Sports Volunteering and Leadership

I. 16% of pupils (2218 young people) across Year 1-13 are involved in sports volunteering and leadership during the 2009/2010 academic year, up from 2% (84 young people) in 2003/04.

II. These figures have fluctuated over time and show a general up hill trend.   There has been an increase of 2134 young people taking part in leadership and volunteering, this is slightly below the national average.
1 PE is the planned teaching and learning programme in curriculum time that meets the requirements of the national curriculum for physical education





2 School sport includes any activity that requires skilfulness and is part of the school’s panned formal, semi-formal, supervised or led provision.   School sport typically takes place out of school hours.





3 Regular intra-school competition is defined as:


• 3 times or more during the academic year for pupils in Key Stage 2


• 12 times or more during the academic year for pupils in Key Stages 3 and 4.


Please only include participation in competition formats that allow for sustained involvement (e.g. leagues, ladders etc.)





4 Regular inter-school competition is defined as:


• 3 times or more during the academic year for pupils in Key Stage 2


• 9 times or more during the academic year for pupils in Key Stages 3 and 4.


Please only include participation in competition formats that allow for sustained involvement (e.g. leagues, ladders etc.) 








